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Occaſional Preacher. 
Number IX. 

The Sin and Danger of Suſpenſe 


about RELIGION and the Worsnie 


of GOD. 
1 KINGS xvin. 21. 


« How long halt ye between 
« two Opinions? 


T HESE words are an expoſtulation on 


the behalf of Gop, and the inſtitution 


of his worſhip, with a people that had very 
wickedly departed from both. bs are the 
words of Elijah, who was commiſſioned to 
act as an extraordinary meſſenger from Gop. 
He was enabled to bring thoſe credentials, 
which ſhould convince the king of Iſrael, 
and all the worſhippers of Baal, that he was 
ſent by the great IHA their ſupreme ori- 
ginal Lord and Sovereign. He therefore pleads 
with them, as from him whoſe rights were 
unalienable both as lawgiver and judge ; and 
thereupon proceeds to execute judgment upon 
thoſe, who had before ſtirred up Fezabe/ to cut 
off the prophets of the Lore. I 


4 N 
F Su a Sr. * 8 a 20%? ie * rs 44 . . — ow. "ans — Hr - — — - 
* 7 1 3 whe 2 2 * mug 2 4 — - Wn 23 F 8 * Is J 
g 5 0 J 7 Rs ; . S 
e * : _ A - ; « : N 


* 
a I „ 2 d . 2 * 1 un — 
A RRR ater. has 
2 8 * 7 W © "> IO . X44 * v. 


2 8 3 * 
. rr 
4.5 * * y 
1 ww w 
a 


2 3 — — —_— 3 


— „ 


— „ 93323 BY 8 — £ g ** 
— — b \ "= 4 —_- 2 — 22 "ti: - 3 as * „ 5 4 A 
— - * 5 A WW „ 3 * 4 * n * "of 


—— oe 2 
. . 
_ 


> "08 . 


* 
„ — £ => 
. > 

- 


#1 f 


* Ang, thu 
oy nn 


. 1 * £ 4 
5 ie A I - * 
* 8 „ 
- « 


* CY 8 * 
* 


* 
—— — _ 1 2 
— 
8 
> — 


2 3 * 
—_ 
: " 
be 


(4) 
It is certainly a mark of a moſt malignant 
kind of infidelity, to charge Elijab with a maſſa- 
cre, for his ordering the prophets of Baal to be 
ſlain, as a late writer hath done upon this oc- 
caſion. For Elijab was inveſted with an au- 
thority, that king Ahab himſelf confeſſed to 
be ſuperior to his, and to all other in this world. 
And the exerting of this ſuperior authority 
was occaſioned, by the non-execution of judg- 


ment againſt zdolaters, and murderers, as the 


original law and conſtitution of that kingdom 
required. 5 3 
Anextraordinary judge was conſtituted on this 
occaſion, whoſe appointing tho prieſts of Baal 
to be ſlain, was no more than executing the 
| ſentence of the law, by a commiſſion from the 
ſupreme lawgiver and king himſelf, The 
law againſt murder required, that the death of 
the prophets of the Lord ſhould be retaliated, 
by the death of thoſe who had ſhed their in- 
nocent blood. And the law againſt 7dolatry 
required, that if any one faid, Let us go and 
ſerve other gods, whethitr they were gods of the 
nations that were near or afar off, ſuch an one 
ſhould not be ſpared or concealed, but publickly 
killed or cut off, Elijab did not meerly pre- 
tend that he had ſuch ſpecial orders from Gop, 
to execute judgments upon idalaters and mur- 
derers, but Gop owned him in a very extra- 
ordinary manner ; by ſending fire from heaven 
to conſume the ſacrifice ; and by ſending rain 
alſo from heayen in abundance, to put 2 
en 
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end to a very dreadful famine, after above 


three years drought : At the prophet's earneſt 
requeſt and interceſſion, Gop was pleaſed to 


ſend a plentiful rain. 
He that came with ſuch credentials, and 


ſuch powers from the King of kings, and Lord 


of lords, might well demand the attention and 
regard of all the people. Elijab came” (as 


it is ſaid) * unto all the People, and expoſtulated 


% with them, How long halt ye between two 
e opinions, or two thoughts? As if he had 
aſked them, how long they would ſuffer them- 


ſelves to be carried to and fro by different opi- 


nions about the objef# of worſhip, which in 
effect was to halt between the two thoughts of 
religion or no religion. He therefore pro- 
poſes a method to fix their worſhip one way 


or other, that they might not live in ſuch an 


atheiſtical and wavering ſtate as they then did. 
* If the Lord | or Jehovah | be Gop, follow 


« him; but if Baal, then follow him.“ Per- 


haps this may ſignify the abſurdity of a prac- 


tice and behaviour, kept up amongſt many of 
them, who were for worſhiping Fehovab, and 


yet ſerving the gods of the nations round about 
them; as if there could poſſibly be more gods 


than one, or as if a worſhip paid to thoſe that 
were no gods, might be confiſtent with the 


worſhip of him who is Gop alone. 


A wavering and undetermined mind in mate 


ters of religion, and particularly where there are 
expreſs appointments for the worſhip of Gop, 
4 2008s is 
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(6) 
is a great evil, It leadeth to thoſe evils that are 
the ruin of a nation, as well as of private families 

and perſons. There can be no halting, in our 
days, betwixt thoſe opinions that were of old 
about the object of divine worſhip ; ſince it is 
a truth every where acknowledged, among 
Chriſtians Jews and Mahometans, that there is 
but oNE Gov, infinite and everlaſting, omni- 
preſent and all ſufficient, the Lord Gop Al- 
mighty. But the opinions betwixt which men 
now halt, are concerning the different ways of 
ibi ping this God. Some are for publick 
eſtabliſned Forms, and others for a more free 
way of worſhip. Some will admit the ſtated. 
uſe of Forms which they apprehend are taken 
purely from the word of Gop; but not of 
thoſe forms that are taken from the Roman- 
iſts, or that are impoſed by meer human 
authority. Some are for ſuch forms of wor- 
ſhip as are deſigned and contrived to make a 
whole nation and kingdom of one way, by 
modelling the inſtitutions and ordinances of the 
goſpel, ſo as ſhall beſt ſuit the reſpective go- 
vernments that ſee fit to make Chriſtianity the 
religion of the ſtate. Others are for a wor- 
ſhip of that ſort, which ſhall make no ſuch na- 
Tional diſtinctions among the body of Chriſtians; 
becauſe Chriſtianity in its firſt deſign and in- 
ſtitution is to be the religion of al nations, 
without any exceptions or peculiarities. Be- 
ſide theſe, are there not ſome among us who 
have little regard either to publick forms, 


or 
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or to any publick aſſemblies? Who are halt- 


ing between the opinions of worſhip, or no 
worſhip? Who place their religion in certain 


moral diſpoſitions and actions, which they 


imagine are attainable without attending on 
the chriſtian worſhip and ordinances at all? 
A ſceptical and undetermined heart in 
thoughts of this nature, may as effectually intro- 
duce atheiſm, with all kind of publick and 
private diſorders, as the differences about wor- 
thiping Gop and Baal did. Here therefore, 
we may fay, —lIf the ſcriptures be the word of 
Gop, and a ſufficient rule of worſhip, follow 
them; but if the commandments and ap- 


pointments of men, taught for command- 


ments and inſtitutions of Gop, be more 
likely to form a worſhip agreeable to the 
will of Gor and acceptable in heaven, then 
follow them. If moral goodneſs, and true 
virtue with all the branches of it, will be 
moſt effectually obtained and ſecured by re- 
jecting the chriſtian inſtitutions, and de- 
ſpiſing the helps that ariſe ſrom chriſtian eom- 
munion and ſocial worſhip, then follow ſuch. 
as forſake the aſſembling themſelves together, 
and chooſe your lot with them for both worlds. 
But if the goſpel worſhip through a mediator, 
with the exerciſes of repentance towards God, 
and faith toward our Lord Feſus Cbriſt, and, 
repeated /acramental engagements to walk as 
he walked, be more ſuited to promote the 
love of Gop and goodneſs, and every _ 
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that is virtuous and praiſe worthy among men, 
then chooſe tocontinue with thoſe congregations 
where the pure word of Gop is preached, and 
ſacraments are duly adminiſtred : Thus in a 
figurative form of ſpeech, ** feeding beſide the 

e ſhepherd's tents *.” If Chriſt be Lord and 
Saviour, King and Judge everlaſting, —follow 
him. If they that ſet up human authority and 
power in his place, or human reaſon and con- 
ceit above his word, be able to ſave you, and 
to bring you off in the judgment of the great 
day, - then follow them. But to be of a doubt- 
ful and unſettled mind in theſe matters; i. e. whe- 
ther we are Chriſtians, or not; whether our 
worſhip be agreeable to the word and will of 
Gop, or not agreeable to it; yea, whether 
any worſhip be offered to Gop by us, or none 
at all; this, ſurely, muſt argue a very pro- 
fane and irreligious heart. This is to live both 
in a ſtate of /n, and in a ſtate of very great 
danger ; and mens delaying to get out of ſuch 
a ſtate as this, calls for very earneſt expoſtu- 
lations, How LoNG halt ye between ſuch 
opinions, and ſuch thoughts as theſe ! 

The two opinions to which the others may 
be reduced, are theſe, —whether revealed reli- 
gion, and the things that Gop requires of us in 
his word, ought to be eſteemed and obſerved by 
us before and above all other things, or not? 
Are there not many, concerning whom we have 
reaſon to apprehend, that ſometimes they are 

> * Sol. Song. i. 8. | e 
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of one opinion, and ſometimes of another: 


Sometimes for making religion their firſt and 
chief concern, and at other times for poſtpon- 
ing the conſideration of it, and the duties it 
requires. 
That I may ſuit this diſcourſe to this kind 
of halting betwixt two thoughts, I ſhall en- 
large on the following heads, 


I. To ſhew the jnfulneſs of living in an unſet- 
tled undetermined ſtate, as to the faith worſhip 
andobediencerequir'd of us in the word of Gon. 

II. The great danger of ſuch a ſtate, and 


the grievous /rares that men of an unſettled 


mind expoſe themſelves to. 


III. The evil of mens delaying to get out of 


ſuch a ſtate. How To halt ye, &c. 


I. To live in an unſettled undetermin'd ſtate, 
as to the faith worſhip and obedience required of 

us in the word of Gop, is a very /inful thing. 
Either it ſhews that we do not think fuch 


things worth our diligent attending to: Or that if 


we have attended to them, and are convinced of 
their being required by Gop, yet by our ex- 
75 the neglect of them, we make them 
of let importance to us, than Gop hath de- 
clared they are. In both theſe turns of mind, 
there is a great deal of fin. „ 


1. To live in this unſetled ſtate of mind, 


is a great ſin if it be owing to contempt, or 
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( 10 ) 
to a thinking that ſuch things are not worth 
our attending to. 

It is a fin againſt the law of nature, and the 
plaineſt, ſtrongeſt dictate of your own reaſon : 
It is a fin againſt the wiſdom and authority of 
revelation, which hath expreſly commanded 
our chief attention to theſe things: It is a fin 
againſt the moſt condeſcending goodneſs of 
Gop ; and it is to fin againſt the whole body 
of Gop's faithful worſhippers, and againſt the 
rules of chriſtian ſociety : It is to make void 
thoſe rules upon which the kingdom of Cbriſt, 

and the union and happineſs of all his ſubjects, 
are founded. _ Z Eh ae 


Firſt, It is a fin againſt the law of na- 
ture, and the plaineſt, ſtrongeſt dictate of a 
man's own reaſon, not to enquire diligently 
« where is the Lord my maker ?” Which will 
lead us further to enquire, what are the things 
that He who formed us would have us to 
know and do? Every man's judgment is ap- 
pealed to, as ſufficient to decide the queſtion 
without long reaſonings upon it: — © Whe- 
<< ther it be fit to obey Gop, or man, judge 
= Fe And if the queſtion is put thus, it 
will be yet clearer, — © Whether it be fit 
« to live in a ſtate of mind, that is undeter- 
< mined whether you ſhall obey Gop at all, 
«© or not, judge in your ſelves.” It is a cer- 
tain proof of men's acting contrary to reaſon, 
or elſe of the great diſorder and deprayity of 


15 


Err!) 


it, when ſuch an enquiry as this ſhall lie un- 
anſwered, When men can uſe their reaſon- 
able powers in other things, to determine their 
ſentiments , and to fix the conduct of them- 
felyes in what concerns this preſent life; when 
they can reſolve what obſervance in particular 
caſes is due to the laws of men ; but do not think 
it worth their while to ſummon the attention of 
their minds, toarrive at a ſettled knowlege of the 
laws of Gop, and of thoſe things that concern 
his rights and the obedience which is due to 
him, tho' they know he is able to ſave or to 
deſtroy, and that for ever. When any thing 
is depending, that men have much at heart for 


their preſent ſafety, or advantage, how im- 
patient are they to have things brought to a 


determination ! And is it not more reaſonable 
to bring things to a ſpeedy determination in 
matters of religion, when we conſider of 


what infinitely greater conſequence theſe things 


are? To be reſtleſs and uneaſy, if things of 
leſſer moment are not ſettled, and yet to live 
without concern in an »nſettled ſtate as to things 
of everlaſting importance, this is to ſin highly 
againſt our own reaſon, and to pour contempt 
upon ſome of the ſtrongeſt remonſtrances of 
it, when it is allowed to ſet things before us 
in their true order and fitneſs. 


Again: It is a grievous fin againſt the 01/aom 


and authority of revelation, to be of a wavcring 
B 2 and 
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and doubtful mind in things that Gon, expreſly 
requireth of us. | Os ha 
| * Only take heed to thy ſelf and keep thy 
* ſoul diligently, leſt thou forget the things, 
«© which thine eyes have ſeen, and leſt the 
© depart from thy heart all the days of thy 
life “.“ Acquaint thy ſelf with Gop 
and be at peace, thereby good ſhall come 
< unto thee +.” Gop requireth, that we 
ſhould get ſuch an acquaintance with him, as 
to bring the mind to a ſettled ſtate, to be at 
peace, © Get wiſdom, get underſtanding, for- | 
get it not, neither decline from the words 
« of my mouth. Take faft hold of inſtruc- 
* tion, let her not go; keep her for ſhe is 
thy life .“ If we fay we have fellow- 
*« ſhip with him, and walk in darkneſs, [i. e. 
in ways which are ſinful, or doubtful, ]we lie, 
and do not the truth #.” When our Saviour 
is calling off the affections of his diſciples from 
earthly things, to ſeek the kingdom of Gob, 
he ſays © be not of doubful mind 5. 
The apoſtolical writings are full of exhor- 
tations to fedfaſineſ5, and to build up our ſelves 
in our holy faith; and to hold ſaſt our profeſ- 
ſion without wavering, and not to be drawn 
from our ſtedfaſtneſs by the error of the 
wicked, and the like. But he that does not 
think the things of Gop worth attending to, 


ſo as to get into ſuch an eſtabliſhed ſtate, de- 


* Deut. iv. 9. + Job xxii. 21. || Prov. iv. 5, 13. 
t 1 John i. 6. F Luke xii. 29. FER 2 
| ſpiſeth 


A 


„ 
ſpiſeth all theſe admonitions of the revealed 
will of Gop, both in the wiſdom and the au- 
thority of them. And conſider here, that 
the greater the authority and wiſdom ſinned 
againſt are, the greater is the ſin. Wan 


Yea further ; To live in an unſettled ſtate of 


mind, as to the things which Gop reveals to 


us and requires of us, is to ſin againſt the moſt 
condeſcending goodneſs and forbearance. 

When God hath-ſet the way of peace and 
happineſs before us, to this very end, that we 


may come to a reſt and ſettlement of mind, 


and may be freed from that temper and diſ- 
poſition which expoſeth us to every wind of 
temptation ; if we nevertheleſs will live in con- 
tinual doubt and ſuſpence, whether we ſhall 


comply with his orders and preſcriptions, or 


not, this ſhews an high contempt of his grace 
and favour, Hereby we ſhall prove ourſelves de- 
ſpiſers of the mercy, as well as the majeſty and 
a of Gop. It is a ſlighting of the great- 
eſt goodneſs and compaſſion, as well as the high- 
eſt and greateſt authority. Conſider well, that 
inſtead of halting between two opinions, (which 


makes the mind continually reſtleſs and un- 


eaſy, either quite deſtroying its active powers, 
or making us act inconſiſtently with ourſelves;) 


Gop hath mercifully called us to make him 


our portion and our guide; and has 2 us 
his word to be a lamp to our feet, and a light 


unto our path. He hath ſent his Son, to call 
weary 
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weary wandring reſtleſs ſinners to bimſaf; 
and we are directed to learn of him, that we 
may find reſt to our fouls “. For our own 


good and comfort, he would have every one 


of us to ſay, Return unto thy reſt, O my 
* foul! for the Lord hath dealt bountifully 
« with thee +.” How great then, muſt the fin 
and folly be, of a man's not giving heed to 
theſe things, or in ſpite of them till going on 
with a wavering undetermined heart, when 
the goodneſs and grace of Gop have done, and 
are doing, fo much to bring every foul to a 
ſtate of reſt and peace? 


7 "Gio more: Tt is a fin againſt the whole 
chriſtian community, and tends much to 
| Weaken and diſcourage the members of chril- 
tian churches in the ways of Gop. 


To ſee men halting between two opinions, 


after all that Gop hath done to eſtabliſh the 
religion of his Son, and to /eftle the minds of 
them that are called into the goſpel] ſtate 
and covenant, what a prejudice is this to re- 
ligious ſocieties! It keeps many of them that 
believe, in a continual attention to the fir/t 
principles of the oracles of Gop, when they 
ſhould be going on to perfection, and long to 

do fo. By this means the principles and rules, 
upon which the kingdom of Chriſt is founded, 
- are made the matters of continual doubt and 
diſpute, fo that Chriſtians are ſet againſt the 

Math. xi. 29. + Pſal. cxvi. 7. 
| things 
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things that belong to their peace, inſtead of their 
being complied with to promote the intended 


union and happineſs of the churches of Chriſt. 


By this means ſome are ſubverted ; and after 
they have begun in the ſpirit they ſhamefully 
end in the fleſh. They count the things of re- 
ligion to be no more worthy of their ſolicitous 
concern. Vea, perhaps ſome are made ſcoffers at, 
or revilers of the things they once believed, that 
they may the more expoſe ſuch things to world- 
ly reproach ; and to make 7hoſe hated, who {till 
retain the higheſt eſteem and veneration for 


them. Whatever proves an occaſion of unſfet- 


tling men's minds, as to the belief of the Goſpel, 
or as to the obedience which is due to it in any 


thing it enjoins relating to peace and holineſs, 


8 


is a root of bitterneſs ſpringing up, whereby 
the churches of Chriſt are troubled, and many 
are defiled “. It is not to be told in a few 
words, how much a ſceptical and halting 
mind, about things that are plainly revealed 
and required by Gop, weakens the power of 


religion, even amongſt many that keep up a 
profeſſion of it. And ſuch is the variety and 
the force of thoſe temptations, which ariſe 
from an unſettled wavering temper, that we 


have too many ſad inſtances of ſuch as are 
led away by the error of the wicked, (ztirely 
to fall from their own ſtedfaſtneſ. 


Thus we ſize that to live in a neglect of 


the things of religion, as if they were not great 
2 e * Heb. xii. 14, 15. Dn —— 


3 and 
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and important enough to make us take pains 
with ourſelves, that we may fix our minds as 
we are called to do with relation to them, 1s to 
fin againſt our own ſouls ; againſt the authority 
of revelation ; againſt the infinite goodneſs of 
Gop ; and alſo againſt the chriſtian commu- 
nity, with all the laws and orders which are 
given for Chriſtians building up themſelves in 
their moſt holy faith. 


2. The next thing to be conſidered, is, the 
ſin of halting betwixt uo opinions, about the 
conveniant time of complying with our duty, 
when we are called to practiſe a thing that 
is indiſpenſabiy required of un. 

After the things declared and commanded 

by Gop in ſcripture have been attended to, 
and the duty of our obſerving them is in ſome 
meaſure acknowledged, yet it is not uncom- 
mon, tho it is very ſinful in men 70 hal! 
between two opinions, ſo as to excuſe them- 
ſelves from an immediate compliance with their 
duty. To what has been faid of the ſin- 
fulneſs of a doubtful unſettled ſtate of mind 
concerning the inſtitutions of divine worſhip, 
and the regards due to revealed religion in 
general; I muſt now add, that a ./uſpence of 
mind, as to the practice of any duty directly 
required in the word of Gop, is a very great 
evil if it be indulged, and given way to. 
Hereby men fin againſt their own reaſon 
and judgment more directly than in the 
bz” e former 


„ 
former caſe, For though they allow, that 
Gob hath ſhewed unto man what it is that 
he requireth of him; and that the things re- 
quired are good, on all accounts reaſonable 
and fit to be done; yet by one excuſe or 
other putting off the performance of them, 
they prevaricate with their own conſciences, 
impair the vigor and reſolution of their minds, 
and live /e/f-condemned. They condemn them- 
ſelves in heart and judgment, for the neglects, 
or thecommitſions, which they allow in practice. 
Thus they are grievous ſinners againſt their 


own fouls, and make them very uneaſy, by 


giving a continued occaſion for their becoming 


accuſers, initead of being poſſeſſors of themſelves. | 


By this conduct, their fin becomes doubly of- 
fenſive in the fight of Gop: © For if our 
hearts condemn us, Gop is greater than our 


* hearts and knoweth all things *.“ And 


when Gop with much long-ſuffering waits to 
be gracious, and tries a variety of methods, 


both in the diipenſations of his word and his 


providence, to bring the halting wavering ſoul 
to a determination, it renders the ſin yet more 
aggravated, when a ſoul refuſeth to yield it 
ſelf unto Gop in any inſtance of obedience to 
his revealed will, which it is often called upon 
and preſſed to comply with. By this means, 
the order and beauty of Chriſtian ſocieties are 
fadly ſpoiled, and their edification hindred, 
when the very things that are acknowledged 
to be required by Chriſt, are yet omitted up- 
| * 1 John iii. 20. | 
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on needleſs, or at leaſt inſufficient pretences. 
This is the caſe, when things poſitively requir- 
ed are omitted, on this pretence, of their not 
being ſo important, as ſome other things in Re- 
ligion; orelſe upon a pretenceof complying with 
them in ſome future more convenient ſeaſon. 
But of this, when I come to ſhew the evil of 
men's delaying to get out of ſuch a wavering 
irreſolute ſtate as this: How LONG halt ye, &c. 
The next general head is, 


II. To ſhew the great danger of this ſtate, 
and the ſnares that men of an unſettled mind 
_ expoſe themſelves to. 1 

This makes them very uncertain and in- 
conſiſtent, in all their ways and actions: They 
are thereby expoſed to many repeated at- 
tacks, and violent temptations: They provoke 
the ſpirit of Gop to withdraw from them by 
frequent reſiſtances of him, and going counter 
to his directions: And ſo they are in manifeſt 
danger of finally taking the worſt fide of the 
opinions between which they halted : This 
frequently leads to hardneſs of heart ; or death 
may unexpectedly remove them out of this 
world, whilſt they are in an undetermined 
ſtate as to what concerns the life and world to 
come. Let theſe things be ſeriouſly and diſ- 
ſtinaly attended to. pgs 


1. The great danger and unhappineſs of 
thoſe who are of an unſettled mind in matters of 
religion, may be ſhewn from the uncertainty 

4 and 
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and mm of ſuch ! in all their ways 


and actions. 

They are ſometimes for doing thoſe things 
which the word of Gop preſcribes, and for 
making the ſcripture their ſtudy and entertain- 
ment: At other times, they are for conform- 
ing themſelves to the manners and maxims of 
this world, following after their covetouſneſs, 
or their pleaſures. Sometimes the worſhip of 
Gop and the offices of religion afford inſtruc- 


tion and delight; the word of Gop is heard 


gladly, and many things are done too; as it is 
laid of Herod, — That © he obſerved Jobn, 
* and when he heard him, he did many 
* things, and heard him gladly *.” At other 
times, the word of Gop loſeth all its force, 
and they that diſpenſe it with greateſt power 
and plainneſs, are in danger of loſing their 
lives, or their liberties, or ſubſiſtence for fo 
doing. 

i The double minded man is unſtable in 
* all his ways +.”. Let ſuch a man fall into 
the company 4 thoſe that can ſhew good rea- 
en for the hope that is in them, and that 
with meekneſs and fineneſs of temper, can re- 
preſent the duties of religion ſo as to render 


them agreeable ; then he conceives a good opi- 


nion of religion, and is almoſt perſuaded to 


make it his ſtudy and his buſineſs. But let 


him be in company where the chriſtian faith 
and hope are treated as delufrons, and the ſeri 'Þ- 
tures are made the ſubject of jeſt and ridicule, 


Marc vi. 20, Jam. i. 8. 
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and the worſhippers in our aſſemblies are treat- 
ed with ſcorn and deriſion; then he is quite out 
of conceit with revealed religion, both in the 
doctrines and duties of it. 
Again: After a looſe given to vanity and 
intemperate ways of living, let this double- 
minded man hear ſuch reaſoning as that of St. 
Paul, concerning righteouſneſs, temperance 
and judgment to come, when Felix trembled ; 
and let him hear the important duties of Chriſ- 
tianity preſſed with all the awful and eternal 
conſequences of performing or negleCting them ; 
then his heart again owns the power of reli- 
gion, and of the goſpel of Ch iſt, and he re- 
ſolves upon living in a more ſober, righteous 
and godlike manner. Yet after this, purſue 
him into buſineſs and company, and ill the 
laws of righteouſneſs and ſobriety are obſerved 
no better than they uſed to be, The obſer- 
vance of them is ſtill referred to a more con- 
venient ſeaſon, however the force of truth 
and ſound reaſoning according to the word of 
Gop, may have ſuch an effect in the general, 
that perhaps there will be more reſpect to the 
word and worſhip of Gop, on account of the 
impreſſions made by it; and ſome ſort of 
preachers are mightily cried up, to the con- 
"=p t or leſſening of others. When the 
: nunded man is got fo far as this, you 


nh times ſee him very attentive in a 
| place off -PuBligh worſhip, and (it may be) under 
- Jome concerniof,mind ; but follow him to his 


family ar his cloſet, and, there is yet no reli- 
gion 


( 2x ) 

gion ſet up there: No conſulting the law, or 
the goſpel, with a mind to become ſubject to 
them; no praying to him that ſeeth in ſecret, 
as if there was any belief of his rewarding open- 
ly. One while the fear of a future judgment 
and a ſtate of torment, ſhall make the heart 
tremble : Another while, that very heart is 
filled with ſenſual things, and Gop is forgot- 
ten; and then ſome deſperate wickedneſs en- 
ſues, juſt as the violence of luſt or appetite and 
company urges on “. 

| To proceed: Sometimes adver/ity has a good 
effect to make the double-minded man think 
on his ways, and call upon his Gop, and to 
put him upon forming good purpoſes and re- 
ſolutions : But then, when the trouble is over, 


and a ſcene of proſperity comes, all that paſſed 
in a low ſtate and in a ſtormy day is forgot- 


ten ; or, it may be, is treated with jeſt and 


* have ſomewhere met with a paſſage of a celebrated 
French preacher, that ſo deſcribed the laſt judgment in its bring- 
ing to light the works of darkneſs, with the ſad ſcenes of 
ſame and horror which ſhould accompany ſuch diſcoveries ; 
and after that deſcribed the wonderful ſcenes of mercy, when 
the Redeemer ſhall pronounce many humble mourning ſouls 
bleſſed, who here were under great fears they ſhould be caſt 
away; as moved the people, by a contraſt of different paſ- 
lions, to many tears. The commotion was ſo great, that the 
preacher thought it proper to relieve his audience, by making a 
Full ſtop for ſome conſiderable time. After which he told 
them, that he had ſomething more ofeting to ſay than all they 
had heard before. — Tt is this, that ſome of you who now 
appear to be ſo greatly affected with the account of a judgment 
4 come, will go hence and in a few hours forget all; and when 
the wicked one hath ftolen away that which is ſown in your 
hearts, you will not only continue to live in your %% firs, but 
ſome of you will become more wicked than you were before. 


Such is the danger of an unſettled mind in matters of religion. 


pro- 
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profaneneſs. On the other hand, it is ſome- 
times the way of a double-minded man to call 
his Gop, and to mind the offices of re- 
3 while he proſpers by fo doing; or, in 
the devil's language concerning Job, while 
Gop makes a hedge about him and about all 
that he hath: But let ſome grievous calamity 
take away his ſubſtance, or ſome falſe accu- 
ſations of friends haraſs his ſpirits, or ſome 
bodily diſtemper wound and conſume his fleſh, 

then he will curſe Gop and all about him: 

He will fall into bitter murmurings againſt 
Providence, into dreadful imprecations of 
wrath and vengeance upon others ; or elſe he 
will run with them into exceſs of riot, and the 
moſt irreligious actions. 
Thus is the double minded man unſtable in 

all his ways, juſt as his temper at different 
times, or as external accidents and occurren- 
ces affect and move him. And is not the mi- 
ſery and unhappineſs of ſuch a ſtate as this, 
enough to excite every man's concern to come 
to ſome ſettlement, ſome determination that 
ſhall make his religion a more conſiſtent du- 
rable thing? That thro” all the oppoſitions of 
infidelity, and the changes in this world, ſhall 
enable him to ſay, © I am not aſhamed of the 
e golpel of 257 for it is the power of Gop 
* unto ſalvation to every one that believeth “. 


2. The great danger of halting between 
two e may be argued from the many 


* Rom, i. 16. 
ſudden 
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ſudden attacks, and violent temptations that 
ſuch are expoſed o. 
What theſe are, and how many and vari- 
ous they are, according to men's turn of temper, 
or change of acquaintance and company, or 
of condition and circumſtances, may eaſily be 
argued from the foregoing head. But I would 
obſerve here, that a man who 1s unſettled in 
his own mind, and hath not any determina- 
tion in things of religion ſufficient to fix his 
conduct, is more likely to be ſurpriz'd by un- 
expected onſets at his unguarded hours. He 
that hath his religion to ſeek, will be g ſHNulted 
with more earneſtneſs by men of 10 religion, 
than others are; and they will make great ad- 
vantage by ſetting his own thoughts at one time, 
againſt what they are at another. For a 
double-minded man being at variance with 
himſelf, is often thrown into a confuſion that 
he is not able to Hide, and yet cares not to en- 
dure, by having his opinions and conduct un- 
der one turn of mind, ſet ſtrongly to view 
when he is under a contrary turn. By this 
meaus he is rather provoked and irritated to 
caſt off religion, than brought to a calm and 
ſettled determination in favour of it. The 
ſtronger his paſſions are, as they are different- 
ly excited, the greater is the force and power 
of temptation. Yea the very uncertainty of 
his temper, and the irreſolute frame of his 
mind, encourages the devil, by his agents, to 
uſe ſome kind of compulſive force and violence. 
When the ſolicitors 85 vice obſerve that chere 
| | 18 
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is not reſolution enough to ſtand to any prin- 
ciples, or rules of conduct which the word of 
Soy ſets before a man, they will uſe great 

 wehemence in preſſing him to think and act as 
they do. Hence it is that he often becomes 
a prey to the ſolicitations of looſe profane men, 
and is taken captive by the devil at his pleaſure. 
So the expreſſion is, 2 Tim. ii. ult. 


3. This halting between two opinions; 
provokes the ſpirit of God to withdraw from 
men. 247 
| The ſpirit of Gop is ſent forth to ſtrive with 
finners, in and by the goſpel, ſo that whoſoever 
attendeth to his kindly and gracious motions, 
he will become a ſpirit of life and regeneration 
to them. But by frequent reſiſtance of him, 
and going counter to his directions, this ſpirit 
of holineſs and goodneſs is quenchedand grieved; 
quenched by omiſſions, and grieved by com- 
miſſions. The good impreſſions that are made, 
are loſt, or become ineffectual through lights; 
and the good that is done when under a turn 
of mind for Gop and religion, is all undone 
when a turn of mind to vanity, and ſinful gra- 
| tifications of the fleſh, gets the upper hand. 
This makes the bleſſed ſpirit gradually with- 
draw. And as his gracious inflaence become 
leſs frequent, and leſs powerful, temptations | 
multiply and gain ſtrength. The notions of 
religion become weak and feeble, and though 
they may ſtill remain upon the mind in a way 
of ſpeculation, yet they effect nothing in 
- of - 8 8 practice; 
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practice; or nothing proportionable to the 
moment and importance of them. The fa- 


ſhions and cuſtoms of the world will then 


have a mighty ſway ; and fins that become com- 
mon, and faſhionable, loſe their terror. The di- 
ſtinctions between good and evil are confound- 
ed. And the conſequence of this is, for men 


to make no difference in their choſen friend- 


ſhips, betwixt them that worſhip Gop, and 
them that worſhip him not ; betwixt them that 


will ſwear or ſubſcribe any thing to ſerve theic 


turn, and thoſe that fear an oath, and keep up 
a ſtrict regard to truth: This is the ſtate that a 
halting between two opinions ſometimes brings 
a nation and people to, till all fleſh are led to 
corrupt their way, and the whole imagination 
of the thoughts of their hearts is only evil con- 


tinually. This leads me to add in the next 


place, 


4. They that halt between two opinions 


for a time, are in manifeſt danger of fabing 
the worſt fide at laſt. e 88 
Wh ſnares and temptations come to have 
their Wl force, and the ſpirit of grace and 
glory Withdraws, what can be reaſonably ex- 
pected, but that they, who for a while were 


divided between the ſervice of Goo and Mam 


on, ſhould at laſt quit the ſervice of Gop to 


cleave to this world? They forſake the chriſtian 
_ aſſemblies and inſtitutions, to follow the in- 


tereſts and corruptions of the fleſh. Many, 


and very affecting have been the examples of 


. 


© this kind, amongſt them that have had only a 
- balf-perſuaded mind in matters of religion. 
The caſe of thoſe who have taſted ſomething 
of, the, good word of Gon, and the powers of 
the avrld to come, is many times worſe than 
any others, when they are judicially hardned 
thro' the deceitfulneſs of fin. But ſuppoſing 
that he, who halts between two.opinions, ſhould 
not be carried to an utter rejecting of religion, 
or to an intire deſerting the worſhip and ways 
of Gop, for the ſake of the friendſhip of this 
world; yet let me add one thing more, 


5. That death may unexf ed remove 4 
man out of this world, hilft he is in an un- 
determined flate as to what concerns the life 
and world to come. 


No man that confi 


ther he ſhall (et himſelf to prepare for it, as 
the goſpel requires he ſhould, or n ok. 


never determined to ſubmit it ſelf ta um, and 
to ſeek for mercy and the remiſſion of ſins in 
that way which Gop hath appointed,? It 


put off their acceptance of the goſpel offers, 
: 


uneaſy ſuſpence between two opinions, that 
1 death 
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death has determined the matter at once. They 


are not worthy of the grace, and glory, that 
have been offered to them. 

If it be true, that except a man be wel 
« from above be cannot enter into the king- 
« dom of God * ; and that without holi- 
« neſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord ; and 


that he who believeth not, ſhall be 8 


« ned||;” (which things are expreſly declared 
in ſcripture; ) then let any man's own con- 
ſcience judge, what muſt become of him, 
if his ſoul ſhall be required while he is a 
ſtranger to theſe things, or heſitating whether 
he ſhall thoroughly and heartily regard them 
or not. What can be the lot of ſuch a man, 
but to fall into a ſtate of everlaſting diſtance 
from Gop, who would not acquaint himſelf 
with thoſgy/criptures in which he is aſſured 
there 1s 2575 ing life ? How ſhall he eſcape, 
who neglects ſo great ſalvation; and will not 
come unto Gop through his Sof, according 
to the ordinances and inſtitutions of the g 
ſpel, tho' he is told that Chriſt is able to fave 
uttermoſt all that come unto Gob 
bim? Were not this ſubject, of the 
frailty and uncertainty of life, ſo frequently and 
commonly inſiſted on, it could not fal of 
making very deep impreſſions. And ſuch 
impreſſions would have a more a and 
powerful effect, by calling to mind the fore- 


going particular, concerning that hardneſs of 


heart which a diſregard to death and Judgment 
ohn iii. 5. + Heb. xii. 14. | Mark xvi. 16. 
| "M8 occa- 
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occaſions, I knew a young gentleman who, 
by an attentive conſideration of theſe two 
things, was led to correct the vanity of youth, 
and to call himſelf to early repentance, Theſe 
were his motives, 


E'er death thy God and thee ſhall part, 
Or, worſe than death, an hardned heart *. 


Theſe conſiderations may ſuffice to ſhew 
the ſin, and danger, of mens continuing in an 
undetermined halting ſtate of mind, with re- 
ſpect to thoſe things which Gop requires of all 
that live under the goſpel diſpenſation. 

The time will allow me to add only a few 
things, on the next general head, 


— 
* 


III. The evil of delaying, when men are 
called and preſſed to get out of ſuch a flate. 
If this halting ſtate be, as hath been ſhewn, 
ſo very ſinful and dangerous ; then it will cer- 
tainly follow, that all delays to get out of it 
are evil and dangerous too: Eſpecially conſi- 
dering the cloſe of the former head, concern- 
ing our being in continual danger of}. death 
and judgment; or elſe of being carried into 
hardneſs of heart, ſo as to be ſuitably affected 

with neither. It is very ill, to allow other 
things to come into competition with the will 


15 * is ſuch a ſtrain of piety in the Od out of which 
| theſe verſes were taken, with ſuch an eaſe and beauty in the 
poetry, as hath made ſome parts of it to be handed about in 
writing. I ſhall take this opportunity, at the eud of this 
ſermon, tg reprint the whole Os. 15 of 
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of almighty Gop at all; but to per in ſuch 
a temper of mind, greatly encreaſes the evil. 
For the longer we refuſe to hearken to the 
calls of grace, the greater is the diſhonour done 
to Gop, and the diſreſpect ſhewed him. His 
word ſays, To day it ye will hear his voice, 
* harden not your hearts *, and again, 
„Seek firſt the kingdom of Gon and his 
e righteouſneſs +.” And it teacheth us to 
* make haſte, and not delay to keep his com- 
3 e ee From hence it appears, 
that every day we diſregard the voice of Gop, 
is a freſh inſtance of diſreſpect; and every thing 


that is minded irt, and more than him, does 


a diſhonour to him. But how greatly is the of- 


fence aggravated, when for many days, and 


in many things we act ſuch a part as this? 
All the relations in which Gop ſtands to us, 
as our maker, ſovereign, father, benefactor, 
and ſaviour, ſtill heighten the evil of our de- 
laying to keep his commandments. 

Conſider alſo, that every delay makes us 
ſtill the worſe in our own tempers. It is more 
difficult to come to a determination,and to over- 
come an. habitually wavering and unſettled 
frame of mind, the longer we indulge it and 


ſeek excuſes for it. We have more to repent 


of, and yet leſs diſpoſition to repent. 
Moreover, it ſtrengthens the power of femp- 

tations, and gives our ſpiritual enemies greater 

advantages againſt us. If we ſuffer the devil 

always to rob us of the preſent time, he will, 
# Pal. xcv. 7, 8. + Matth. vi. 33. Pſal. cxix. 60. 


by 
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by that means, rob us of all our time in the 
matters of our ſalvation. MON a? 
And finally : when we propoſe to come to 
a more ſettled and determinate ſtate of mind, 
we may find our ſtrength fo loſt, and grace 
withheld, and the power of temptations ſo 
great, that we may fall into a ſtate of de- 
ſpondency; and then we ſhall be ready to ſay 
with thoſe in the prophet, —** There is no 
hope, for we have loved ſtrangers and after 
them will we go 9. 
The conſideration of theſe things ſhould 
make us diligently attend to the expoſtulation 
in our text; How LoxG halt ye between two 
opinions? How far will you carry this matter, 
before you turn at God's reproof, and hear 
him, ſaying, — © Behold I will pour out my 
« ſpirit unto you, I will make known m 
Words unto you * ?” Things may be carri 
ſo far, that Gop will ſay, Becauſe I have 
e called and ye refuſed, I have ſtretched out 
my hands and no man regarded; therefore 
© they hall call upon me, buy I will not an- 
© ſwer, they ſhall ſeek me early, but they 
** ſhall not find me: For that they hated 
£ knowledge, and did not chooſe the fear of 
the Lord +.” The danger of Gop's with- 
holding his grace, and being provoked by our 
refuſing his calls to depart from us, ſhould 
engage every heart to comply with that 
advice of the prophet, ,** ſeek ye the. Lord 


F Jerem. ii. 25, Pf i. 23. + ver. 24, 28, 29. 


| « while 


on — 


6. 
* while he may be found, call ye upon him 
« while he is near I.” 


To conclude: If any well diſpoſed mind 
ſhould now ſay, How may we get out of this 
wavering unſettled ſtate in matters of religion? 
Ih ope thi following advices will be acceptable 
to ſuch, tho' I have not time to enlarge much 
on them. | ; 
PFix your reſolutions immediately for Gop ; 

and reſolve that whatever you are now con- 
vinced is your duty, you will comply with it, 
without further delays. Conſider ſeriouſly how 
much your future condemnation will be charg- 
ed upon your wills. Ye will not come to 
me that ye may have life *,” Oba 

Do not give way to any thing either in the 
perſuit of bu/ine/3, or pleaſure, that would weak- 
en your reſolutions. Watch againſt every thing 
that would divide your thoughts, after you have 
come to a ſettled determination of mind. For- 
« ſake the fooliſh and livetſ. With hearty 
e purpoſe, cleave unto the Lord . 
Make the word of Gon your daily ſtudy, and 
the guide of all your religious opinions and 
actions. Set that always before you, and re- 
ſolve to keep to it, in the midſt of all pretenſions 
by which men are either adding to it, or 
cn from it, and are for laying down 
other foundations and rules of life, Search 
the ſcriptures, and hold to them upon this aſ- 
I If. Iv. 6.“ John v. 40. 1 Prov. ix. 6. + Acts xi. 23. 

Yo ſurance, 
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ſurance, That in them you have the words of 
eternal life, they teſtifying of Chriſt. 


Pray to God for his holy ſpirit, who hath 
promiſed to give him to thoſe that importu- 
nately aſk him. Pray for this ſpirit, as know- 
ing that without his gracious directions and aids, 

you cando nothing in Chriſtianity as you ought 

to do. 13 Þ A 
Forſake not the worſhipping aſſemblies, and 
the ordinances of the goſpel; which are ap- 
pointed for our eſtabliſhment and comfort, that 
we may not be unſettled, and carried to and 
fro by thoſe, who neglect chriſtian commu- 
nion. Gop hath appointed a goſpel miniſtry, - 
for the edifying of the body of Chriſt, till 
* weall come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowlege of the ſon of Gop, untoa 
< perfect man; unto the meaſure of the 
< ſtature of the fulneſs of Chrift *. 
Withall, be fare to ſet that % ed hope and 

the glorious appearing of the great Gop and 
our Saviour, againſt all the en/naring offers of 
this world; and againſt all the enmity and 
reproaches of it too. So ſhall we be © /edfaft 
and unmoveable, always abounding in the 
„ work of the Lord, foraſmuch as we know 
that our labour ſhall not be in vain in tho 
Lord. To whom, Ce. 
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the defire, and charge, of a Gen- 
tleman, who met with it ſoon after the 
finiſhing his academical Studies. He was 
piouſly affected with the manner of it's com- 
poſition, . being ſurpriſed at the religious 
Turn given to an Ole ſo loofe and wanton 
as that of the Roman Poet, He communi- 
cated ſome parts of this Ode in writing, to 
two or three of his Acquaintance, with 
good Effect. In hope of it's being further 
acceptable and uſeful, it is ordered to be 


here publiſhed, and to go along with the 
foregoing Sermon, ſo as not to add any 


thing to the uſual price of the S onal 
Preacher. 


Horace B. IL Oe Xl biene 5 


| : ih 55 
N bellico fus 1 et Shen 
Hirpine Qunli, &c. 


If foreign Princes diſigree, 
And finking Empires yield to fate; 
If French, or Roman policy, 


Are ſowing factions in a State; 
Tell me, Hirpinus, pri'thee do, 
What are all theſe to me and you? 
E . IL 


HE following Poem is printed at 
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<1 — fupgit retro i , 
Levis juventas Sate, — | 


Youth and health and ſtrength a are fying, F | 


Heav'n not eaſy; to be won; 

Age is but a living-dying, x 
Death and it come rolling on. 
Manage therefore well to day, | 
Manage wiſely while you may. 
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Pellente oe amores 
Camie een * 


When age bes wrinkled al your Hin, 

And wrap'd in ſnow'your RS, head ; 
And fixt the ripen'd power of ſin, 
Tho all its active pleaſure's fled; 
Hirpinus, will you then repent you? 
Grace perhaps may not be lent you. 
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IV. 


Non ſemper idem floribus | ef honos 
Vernis, _ uno * rubens nitet Nen 
Jultu: OA Nee 


Th' Almighty ſhines not always bright, 
With the warm beams of pard' ning love; 
But thoſe who proffer'd mercy ſlihgnt 

Shall his dark ſtorms of vengeance prove. 35 
Accept him in your early prime, 75 
And make the beſt of fleeting time. 


V. 


—— Quid eternis rn 
| Conflliis animum fatigas 9 —— TESTS 


Why pore you on the fixt decree, © 
That holds predeſtinated name 
Who ſhall eternal glory fee? 1-913 

Or toil in everlaſting flames ? | 
Fate's myſtic characters but try 
The dimneſs of a mortal's eye. 


_ 


Cur e ene 
Pinu jacentes fic temere &c. 


O why not rather on your kgees, 
Bewailing with religious tears, _ 

Amidſt theſe awful ſhady: tees, 
The follies of your vainer years? 
Fer death your Gop and you ſhall part, 

Or, worſe than death, an hard ned heart. 
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Curas <a 


When Heav'n a <a. 


The gloomy-cloud of wrath: eben 5 


Care, that intruding miſchief; fliese 
Like miſts before tlie —_— | 
What follows but a virtueus eaſel 
And what! but everlaſting. peace. 
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